Real Estate Certification Course– in Mexico?  

by Terry Lynn


Arizona’s beachfront property– that’s how Arizonans refer to Puerto Peñasco (Rocky Point), Kino Bay and San Carlos, Sonora, Mexico.   These three seaside towns in northwestern Mexico have hosted fishermen, spring breakers, snowbirds and reitirees for years in fairly small numbers.  Now, however, baby boomers,  future retirees and snowbirds  from many countries have discovered the ease of  driving south of  the border on Highway 15 (a divided, four-lane highway) and now condos and homes are being built in record numbers.  


This has prompted the State of Sonora to find ways to make the purchase of real estate easier and more secure for non-Mexican investors.  These towns on the coast of the Sea of Cortez are in the “restricted” zone, within 50 kilometers of the coast, where fideicomisos or bank trusts are used as a purchase vehicle for foreigners.  Comfort factors such as title insurance, mortgage companies and escrow companies are being added to the mix and now Sonora is the first state in Mexico to recommend certification classes and a licensing process for real estate agents.  This is the second year such classes have been offered to people in the real estate field in San Carlos, Sonora, and around 40 such people are signed up for this year’s class.  As a sales agent for RE/MAX First Choice Realty in San Carlos and International Living recommended agent for San Carlos, I am one of those taking this year’s classes.  


The classes are offered through AMPI (Assoc. Mexicana de Profesionales Inmobilarios) which has a code of ethics compatible with the NAR’s (National Assoc. Of  Realtors).  These two associations actually have a joint venture for exchange of business standards and only AMPI members will be allowed to use the Realtor logo and trademark in Mexico.  These classes are taught by a selected group of attorneys, engineers and others involved in different phases of the real estate purchase process in Mexico.  


The plan is to make these courses and a licensing procedure mandatory  How will this be regulated?  Most likely it will be done through the Notarios.  All real estate transactions by law are to be handled by Notarios.  These are government appointed attorneys, restricted in number by population count.  When the Governor of Sonora decrees that unlicensed real estate agents can no longer be involved in real estate transactions, the Notarios would be instructed to restrict their dealings to people represented by licensed agents.  The Notarios now are responsible for seeing that capital gains on a sale are collected and paid, so this idea  makes sense.  Other states with large tourist and foreign retiree destinations will be watching to see how this works and many feel this idea will spread.    


If you are looking for a place in the sun to retire, spend the winter, or just to vacation, “Arizona’s beachfront property” may appeal to you.  Many realtors in San Carlos have joined to form a Multiple Listing Service, check out www.sancarloslistings.com.   Also, feel free to contact me by e-mail: terryc1@remax.net  and I will answer any questions you may have about the area. 

